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were just as frequent or infrequent as those between Muslims
and Muslims "or Hindus and Hindus. Religious questions
rarely entered into the minds of the rival protagonists.

The Arab invasion of Sind was inspired by commerical
considerations. Mahmud of Ghazni's raids were more often
than not directed at the exploitation of Indian wealth for
the establishment and consolidation of his Turko-Persian
empire. When the Afghans began to pour down into India,
it was because of pressure from Central Asia which dislocated
the population on the Indian borders. Aryans had come
to India for identical reasons and had been followed by in-
numerable hordes of invaders throughout the earlier period.
The Afghan and the Turk invasions were repetitions of the old
story. Babar in his authobiography reveals in an unmistakable
manner the operation of this principle in his personal life.
It has the repetition of the old story but with one difference*
The invaders who had poured into India after the Aryan
incursions were, till the Arabs appeared on the scene, without
any developed culture of their own and were swallowed up in
the Indian stream. The new movement of peoples brought in
men who had adopted the externals* if not the spirit, of Islamic
civilisation. The problem revealed itself as one of fusion of
two distinct cultures and not the absorption of one into the other*